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Nolite vos ipſos contemnere, Viri ; Filius Dei Virum ſuſcepit. Nolite | 
yos ipſas contemnere , Famine; Filius Dei natus ex Fexini cit, 
Auguſtin, 


Do not wilifie your ſelves, O Men: The Son of God became a Man. Do not 
wil:fie your ſelves, O women 3 The Son of God was born of a Woman. | 
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87/1] S Sermon Preached 
© 5 three and twenty years 
IT 9 20,by a Perſon whoſe Me- 
e385 mory #2 ſill pretious among 
ow them who had the happi- 
neſs to know him ; and the Copy of it then 
imparted to me, ' having ſcarce any other 
miſtakes m 7t, but fuch as 1 could eafily 
correct and kd into good Jenſe; 10 
offer it thus to the publick view, will be 
( as I ſuppoſe ) both an Honour to the 
deceaſed Author, and a ienefir to the 
Ingemeus Reader 


LuKXKeE 1. 26, 27. 


And in the ſixth moneth, the Anzel Gabriel was 
{ent from God, unto a City of Galilee, nawed Naza- 
reth, to a Virgin eſpouſed to a man whoſe name was 
Joſeph, of the houſe of David , and the Ptrgins name 
was Mary. 


— 


Ga4ts9 E ſee, what time of the year it is; and 
fy) we underſtand the bufine's of the Day, 
JIA to celebrate a Feaſt, A Feaſt in Lent 
So may ſeem not ſo proper: for how ſhall 
M3 Joy ſhew her lelf in the houſe of 
HE, Mourning or Fulne's in the King- 
dom of Hunger? Who ſets diſhes of 
Meat on a Grave 2 Yet ſoare Dainties ro a mouth ſhur 
up, ſaith the Wiſe Man. And the Church hath ſhur 


our Mouths for theſe forty days : ſo ſhut them up. th; 
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of old ſhe permitted them not to be opened by thoſe 
triumphanc Rites, which otherwiſe enlarged then all 
Mouths and Hearts, the Anniverſary Days of Martyts, 
Non licet in Dnadragef Sima Natalitia 731 artyrum celebra-« 
re : Canon Law. cauſ, 34 at nonlicer. If the memory 
of thoſe glorious Saints could not juſtifie =1-9V:o ay v- 
wants, as Nakianzen Calls them, thole Spiritual Games, 
and merry Meetings, far more holy and devour ( God - 
knows) then all Faſts of onrs be; certainly , the Rior 
of our Tables at theſe ſolemn ſad Times, will not be 
excuſed, neither by the itch of a wanton Palate ( char 
I may ſay no worſe ) nor by the pretenfions of a preciſe 
left-handed Conſcience, that thinks no Time ſo fit to 
make a full Meal, as when the Church commands*Ab- 
ſtinence, And yet it ſeems, ſhe chat in Zex? prohibired 
Feſtivals of Martyrs, thought good to eſtabliſh This, 
which we now ſolemnize - And She had Reaſon. 
Firſt, Becauſe, even in Lezxt, Sunday was always exem- 
pted: no Faſting on our Lords Day: and this is the 
Day of the Lord. *Tis true, He is content in Honour 
of his Mother , it be called Our Lady Day : and it - 
ſhould not diſcontent us : but it is indeed our Lords - 
the Day of his Incarnation. Again, the Nativity was 
never faſted: and the incarnation needs not to give 
place to the Nativity : for that, it was more miraculous 
that God ſhould become Fleſh, then chat That Fleſh af- 
ter nine Meneths ſhould be Born : a greater ſtep from 
Heaven to Earth, then fromthe Virgins Womb to the 
Manger. At Chriſtmas he did but change rooms, He 
came into the World co Day, Say we then with the 
Pſalmiſt, This is the Day which the Lord hath made, let us 
rejoyce and be glad in it : Yea, which is more, ſay we, 
This « the Day which hath made the Lord ; butthen, ” 
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the gladneſs be like the Day, a Holy Day, a Holy 
Gladneſs ; our Joy ſuch as uſhered Chriſt into the 
world, 4 xa with a wounm , well becoming a Vir- 
ginto entertain, For on this meſlrge the Ange! Gabriel 
was ſextiodVirgin, &c. 

Our Parts will be as the Perſons, two; The Angel and 
the Yirein : and we fhall conſider them joyntly, and then 
ſeverally. Firſt jointly, the Angel and the Virgin : We 
do not find in the Old Teſtament much converſation be- 
tween Angels and this Sex: and when they Qid meer, 
the conjunfion was not very auſpicious : for neither 
bave the Angels been alwayes good, nor the Women 
ſtil Virgias.In the chird of Gemefis,our Mother Ewveis at 
parly with the Devil; and in the ſeventh, Angels ( for 
ſo we doexpound that place) are making love to the 
Daughters of men , and the iſſues of both theſe 
Interviews are too ſad to be forgotten : the Former 
brought in Sin, and that led in Death ; the latter begat 
the Gyants, and they drew down a Deluge. Though irc 
be an Honour to converſe with Angels, yet the Angel 
and the Woman may be unhappily mer. A high place 
and hon: urable employmear is not alwayes fuccesfull, 
eſpecially if it encounter minds weak and feminine : for 
ſome, like a too warm Sun, it melts3 they low down _ 
and ſpread into a waxen cafie popularity 5 Some, like 
ſlime. it hardens: they grow rough and intractable : 
There be whom it ſers a boyling, making them the mo- 
ther of Gyant-like deſigns, the troubles and diſtempers 
of the world; and there be, whom, like Eve, it per- 
{wades, They ſhall not die, and they ſhall be Gods; no 
God befide them, and nonegreater. And all this, Ho- 
nour may do, when it comes as a good Angel, ſent 
from God, like him in our Text: What milſch' .c hen 
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may ic work, when we our ſelves by forbidden Arts call 
and conjure it up? So then, there is bur litcle comfort 
to ſee the Angel and the Woman together : let us pro- 
ceed and view them ſingle. 

We begin with the Yirgin, and behold her but inher 
perizeum, her Humility ; for in the oppoſice part, her 
Exaltatton ; ſhe will be coo high for our ſight. Her de- 
grees, in this lower parc of her Orb , are prickt out in 
the Text,thus: A Virgin ſuppoſech a Woman. 1. Then 
a Woman: 2, Ares: © Eſponſed, 4. To Foſepha 
Carpenter - 5, Of the honſe of David: 6 Her N.me 
Mary: 7. Her Haubitation, Nazareth of Galilee, And 
all theſe I cake for ſo many ſucceſſive Degeees of Humi- 
liation,ſuch yetas the Degrees or rounds of Faceb's Lad- 
der, with an Angel at every one,and a wzgrouw ſhine- 
ing from above upon every ſtep. Woman, the firſt ſtep, 

1. We muſt crave leave of the Sex to lay of them, as 
the Scripture fayes, They are a degree below Man: 
Fuſt, inthe Creation, not only that Woman was made 
for Man ( He therefore her end and perte&ion, and fo 
more Noble ) but that Man was framed immediately to 
the likeneſs of God, She to Mans; and (o is but the 
1mage of an Image, a Copy, no Original z a Ray at ſe- 
cond refleion, and ſo mote weak. Secondly, In the 
Fall , and there She principal, Of the Woman, ſaich 
Siracides, came the beginning of ſin, and through her 
we all die, all at once by the general wworte moricys, and 
all ſeverally by tbe particular occaſtons and temprations, 
All die, die by being born of her : for this life 15a very 
death: 8 die by concurring with her for poſteriry:for we 
do not give life to our children, but leave it, Thus much 
we may ſay honourably of her:honouringher as the weaker 
«ſel; {aith St. 7eter : then, to take ſome nytice of ae 

neſs 


The Virgin Mary: 5 
nels in Women, is ſome honour to them, For 1 ſtand 
not here to juſlifie malice, or to glean up the wit thar in 
all cimes hath been caſt away in Paſquils and Declamati- 
ons againſt Women : wherein commonly theſe men 
have been the forwardeſt Accuſers of their faults, which 
have been the chieteſt Authors of them. Weare all 
Adams Sons, and we have it of our Father,The woman de- 
ceived me, even the Woman which thou gaveſt, the law- 
tull Wite, Gods gifr, much more the ſtrange woman, 
the gift of the Devil. We accuſe their faces for our 
dotage, their inconſtancy for our fooliſh credulity, their 
price fer our flattery. Shall chey anſwer for their own 
Vices and ours too? Nay, their Virtues are traduc'd, 
Are they free and debonair 2 We call them wan-on. 
Arethey refery'd ? We call them ſullen. Their Meek- 
neſs gives them the name of Sheep, and their Spiric of 
Shrews, We ſuſpect their wiſdom, we ſcorn their ſim - 
plicity, and their learning we hate. Laden thus with 
crue Infirmities, and falſe Accuſations, are they ſunk 
below Go:'s protection ? Nay, they are in his favour, 
faith the Angel, Thou haſt found favonr : ſuch a favour as 
no Angel ever found, Forhe took not the nature of 
Angels, he did of Women: We look high in all our 
works, look for bravery, rather then convenience: God 
in his ations made choice, not of the nobleſt means,bur 
of the firteſt - and what more fit then that, as by a woman 
came death, ſo by a woman ſhould come the Redemprt- 
on from death : and as Chrift came into the world to 
teach Hamility,ſo he ſhouldenter at this loweſt, Woman, 
our firſt ſtep, 

2, The ſecond is Virgin, one degree below woman, 
Below woman 2 What: Do we cry down then the 
ſingle-bed 2 Do we pull the Coronets of Glory m_ 
B 2 tne 
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the heads of thoſe Maiden-Saints, whom the Church 
hath conſecrated and. commended to us 2 We dare not 
do ſo, Iris confeſt, as the preſent condition of the 
world now ſtands, Virgiaity, as it deterves admiration 
for its difficulties, ſo bath infinite prerogat:ves over the 
ſtare of Wiſe and Mother: but from the beginning ir 
was not ſo; nor as long as man remembred the right 
uſe of every creature, and could apply hinſelt to the 
enjoyment thereof, without {l:cking his due dependance 
on his God. Nor to repeat the Laws and Cuſtoms of al- 
moſt all Civil Nations ; the ſhame and penalties, nor 
only of fingle lite, bur of late marriage, is touched by 
our excellent Selden in his Jateſt work, /;b.5.c. 3. So 
then, in the beſt Judgements, Virgin 1s below Woman. 
A Cipher bears no proportion with a Number, and Vir- 
oin1is a very Cipher 1n nature , it hath no be.ng nor 
name, God made it not - for the Law to his Creature 
was, Creſcite e&7 mwltiplicamini, and the contradiction to 
this, conſtirures the torm ofa Virgin. Then fora Name 
14am himſelf had been at a Noz plus 4 Iſhah would nor 
ſerve for it, that hath Man in it: and Hewah it conld nor 
e,forrhar is Mater viventinm. Was ſhe nor juſtly caj- 
led np5y ze. in the Helleniffs Language Apocrypia, a 
piece of Apocrypha, we cannot tell what, nor whence. 
Now in tt:is Cipher, to lodge all Number ( for Firſt 
and Laſt is all number, and io 1s Chriſt, Rev.1 ) In this 
emprine's, tro couch him in whom all fulneſs dweils : our 
of this Apocrypha, to produce not the Canon'c], but 
the Efſenrial Word, was a cask worthy of that Hand, 
which cal'ed Light our of Darkneſs, and this Al} out of 
Noth-ng. God doth not alwayes take ſuch wayes, as 
we think moſt direc to h:s ends : He might have ſp:ken 
himſclt to Ba/azm, bur he made the Aſs do it, the ow 
bl-m 
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blemand Proveib of Dulneſs to tutour the Prophet: He 
might have poſed the Magicians and Philoſophers, by 
producing a Lion, or Elephant ; he did ir by the leaſt of 
creatures, and the ſooneſt generated, certainly many 
times moſt familiar with Philoſophers. In our Re- 
demprion, what was mote unlikely, than to raiſe and 
quicken us by death? Donor confine Gods power and 
goodneſs to the narrow ſphere of thy Underſtand:ng. 
Thou knoweſt not the utmoſt extent of Nature or Arr : 
in Nature thou daily feeſt contrary effeRs proceeding 
from the ſame cauſes, and the ſame effeRs trom caules 
thar are contrary : and by Are thou art confident, thou 
canſt frame an Inſtrumenc, which,charged with thy vical 
air only,ſhall ki]l;and chat there may be a Burning. Glaſs 
made ofa piece of Ice. Do not doubt it then, if the 
Angel faith ic,She ſhall be a Mother thoogh a Y-rgin: this 
was our ſecond ſtep. 

3. The third is eſpouſed : Eſpouſed 9 That's fome- 
what lower yer. It is indeed the way, 044 regia, Gods, 
and the Kings high-way from Maid co Wife, bur is nei- 
thers and theretoreinferiour ro both, For ail Motion 
1s leſs perfect then its Terms. The Virgin ſtands like a 
blouming Role in the midſt ofa Garden, and draws all 
eyes to hers . the Wife is as the Roſe gathered, and 
bound in a Garland for the Husbands head : but the 
Spoule is as the ſame flower drawn inat a window, and 
not-yer cropt from the buih, ſuffering at once the con- 
finement of a Wite and the folicarineis of a Maid : She 
hath foregone the liberty of the one, and nor atrained the 
priviledges of the other, having exchanged certainties 
for hopes; for ſpoxſalia are but ſpes nuptiarum, ſaith the 


Civilian. Yet the c:pon{ed finds favour with God,and 
we accept the vulgar Note, Chriſt being born of this: 
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%vgito, this Participle, half-Maid , half-Wife, meant 
thereby to ſanRifie ro us the conditions of both : 
though perhaps he would intimate alſo, that in things 
of this life, as Marriage or the like, he approves of thar 
Temper thar ſteers a middle courſe, neither wholly de- 
clining the world, nor embracing it too greedily, as if 
we were wedded to it, fince the continual cloſe graſping 
of humane buſineſs makes us looſe our hold of God ; 
and che utter abandoning of all, is to deſert our ſtation 
here, and as muchas in us lyes to uncreate the Creatt- 
on Thereis a far diſtance beeweenthe meer Politick, 
who breathes nothing bur Intelligence,and Inſtructions, 
2nd Accommodations,and State-intereſt; and the folica- 
ry man in the pillar. That is the rrue complexion, which 
the Apoſtle requires, That they which have Wives, be as 
they which have none ; and they which have Husbancs 
likewiſe : which was the condition of the Bleſſed Vir- 
gin inthe third ſtep, eſponſcd. 

4 The fourth is, zo Foſeph a Carpenter. Still we 
deſcend : Had ſhe been of the Prieſts kindred, and no 
more, and lived ſomewhere elſe, peradveature a Car- 

enter might have paſt for a fair match: bur being of the 

ace of Kings too ; for by Her Chriſt claims to be Da- 
vids Son ; and among thar people, which ever held the 
perſons of their Kings and Prieſts moſt ſacred and ſub - 
lime there it muſt ſeem no ſmall diſparazement to ac- 
cept a Spoule,, whoſe Living lies in his fingers ends, a 
Mechanick, a Mercenary z nay a profeſſion to vile, that 
Plato-torbids ic to the Natives of bis Commonweal : and 
Ariſtotle, where he allows Muſick and Fainting, as 
qualities fit for a Gentleman, ſo far forth as to judge of 
a piece in either kind, prohibits yer the practice of them, 
as abaſing mens bodies and minds, and rendring tea 
unfit 
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unfit for great Actions. And indeed among the Anci- 
ent Patriarchs, we find Husbandmea and Shepherds, but 
no Artificers. So then, that a Virgin ſo high-born ſhould 
ſtoop to a Carpenter, is very low: yet the nexr ſtep 
leads us lower. 

5. De domo Dawid : [tis much for ſuch inequality to 
meer under the ſame roof: how if ir concur in the ſame 
perſon 2 Foſeph of the loins of King David, and yer a 
Carpenter, CMiſernmeſf fuiſſe : a great heart- break- 
ing, to ſee the pomp and plenty of his Anceſtors chang - 
ed to ſuch penury, thac he is fain co ſec himſelt ro hire, 
ro earn his daily bread ; to find the Palace, as with the 
curning ofa Scene, vaniſhed into a Cottage, and in his 
hand an Ax inftead of a Scepter : In the mean while to 
ſae Herod on the Throne, a Forreigner, a Vagabond, toſt 
by Fortune from Aſcalon to Edem, and from Edom to 
?udea: where, having beyond Hope gotten the Crown 
on his head, he cements it there wich the blood 
of the right Heirs: And after all this, to have a Spouſe, 
who when ſhe ſhould comfort him, cannot, have- 
ing the ſame cauſe of grief her ſelf: nay, who adds one 
further degree to both- their ſorrows by her very Name, 
our fixth ſtep, 

6. The Virgins Name, Mary : that is, Queen, or La- 
dy: forſo] am told it ſignifies in the Syriac. This 
nomins onus, makes a'l the reſt more heavy and preſſing : 
they might elſe perhaps, by little and little , have worn 
out the memory of their high extraRion,and like an or- 
dinary couple, lived and dyed together quietly among 
their Neighbours in NaJareth. Bat now, Mary, like a 
perpetual watch-word in their ears, keeps their Re- 
membrance waking, The Husband cannot call the 
Wife by her Name, bur inſtantly that repreſents to 
their 
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their fad ſouls, both what they are now, and from 
what they are fallen; beſides the ſcorn of ſcurrilous 


Wits, who would think it an excellent occaſton for a Li-. 


bell, chat a Carpenters Wife ſhould be called a Lady. 
But for all this, Fear not Marys vs 33 x«ev, ſaith the 
Angel. She ſtands now in the preſence of God, and 


to his fight there is no difference between a Carpenter - 


anda King, both equally diſtant from God : A Million 
!S No nearer to Infinite, thenan Unite. There is a 
S121 ov, Matth.1. the being an honeſt Man, that makes 
the Carpenter a great Perfonage z and rhis Virgin cakes 
it fora great Fortyne* She ſhall not chuſe for us - We 
muſt have Heirs, Heirs ſometimes of more Vices, more 
Curſes then Lordſhips ; yet we think our children well 
beſtowed : which is to bid P/xzs to the Wedding, and 
thuc Chriſt our of doors. The Virgin is content with 
the honeſt Carpenter, and He alſo comforts himſelf, 
The Houſe of David is not fallen much lower thea its 
Original : it began in a Shepherd, and ſhould ic diſdain an 
Artificer ? Shall the Sheep-hook ſay tothe Hammer, 
thou art not Noble. Ir is che faſhion indeed of Men, 
raiſed from low fortune and birth, to ſtudy the Art of 
forgetfulneſs, and like the pinnacles of their new built 
Houſes, to look with ſcorn on the grounds that bears 
them, But we ſee here Joſeph not of this Humour : who 
beſides his Humilicy, was ſo wiſe and charitable to boor, 
chat 1] believe he looked on Herod himſelf, with more 
pitty then indignation; as on a Man, undone by pre- 
terment, curſt with a Crown, that muſt be main- 
tained with ſo much miſchief. As for his Trade 3; 
ler him glory herein » That Generation was to 
ſee the World new moulded, by Tradeſmen, Fiſhers and 
Teat- makers, being {ent our by a Carpenter, the _ 
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ſed Son of this Foſeph,, to conquer Kings, to diſpute wit i 
Philoſophers, ro teach the Greek learning, and the Je 


laws to ordain Religion , and 1reform Manners» 


to command [Nature , to converſe with Angels + 
and pull down Satan from his Throne. Then (hall 
the Virgin, the Carpenters Spoule rejoice, and if 
her Name many ſhall read a large Prophecy : for, as all 
Generations ſhall call her Blefled , ſo all Generations 
ſhall call her Lady. If ſhe look forth, ſhe ſhall ſee thE 
ſtately piles of Churches and Colledges dedicate t9 
God in Memory of Her; Orders of Monks and Knights 
praying and fighting under her Title; Her praiſe ſung 
in Hymns and Anthems ; Her Attributes of Honour di- 
geſted into Alphabers : more, much more, till /as ar the 
erecting of the Tabernacle) the Offerings flowed in {0 
faſt.thac there needed a Proclamation, Nec YVir,necMulier, 
offerat ultra, And in Heaven, it the look ab ur, She ſhall 
behold Legions of Angels, and of bleſſed Souls, bowing 
themſelves at the feer ot her Son : in che glory of whole 
exalted Body, ſhedoth not only, like others,ſce a Type 
of her own, but her own body already glorified - for his 
Body is hers, and ſhe may as truly ſay of him, Thi 5 
bone of my bone, and fleſh of my fleſh, as Ad:zm could of 


Eve, Maynotwethen, who call Chriſt Zorg, call his 


Mother Lady « We may, ſo we make it a Title of Ho- 
nour, not of Worſhip, a Note of Eminency, not of 
Anthority, Itis true, ſome have gone too far: Do 
not thou therefore fall ſhort « Wilt thou be pro- 


| (Phane, becauſe thou haſt been ſuperſtitions? Why 
'ſhouldſt thou think, thou canſt not value her roo low, 


whom God ſo highly regarded - For ir was wittily noted 
and truly, by him who ſaid, God did offer her as much 
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as he could do, that is, more then he did for all the 
world beſide; for he could haye made the World great - 
erthen it is, andall things in it greater then they are, 
but her he could not make agreater Mother thea ſhe is: 
the ©::3:&, the Antients call her, The Mother of God. 
Let her then ſtand in the Kalendar fill, and.as ſhe does, 
appear once at leaſt every Quarter:that-when thou ſhalt 
look for the day of thy rents, or of thy ſports, or of thy 
Ssitor, or of thy merry meetings, thine eye may not fail 
ro encounter that Names and think it more worthy the 
regard of Lady, then thy Lady Profic, or thy Lady Plea- 
ſure, or thy Lady Love, or thy Lady, I know not who, 
not to be named, whileſt we ſpeak of Virgin, Suffer 
her, now ſhe has conceived Chriſt, toaſcend into the 
mountain of Jud4a: do not detain her ſtill below, in her 
ob{cure habitation Nazareth of Galilee, and our ſeventh 
Step. 

7, It is indeed the loweſt we can go: weare now ar 
the ground, nay the Grave : for the Grave is but ambra 
mertis : and yetin the deſcription of this place, given by 
a Prophet and Evangeliſt ( 1ſa. 9. Matth, 4.) The land 
of Zabulon and Nepthali , Galilee of he Gentiles, the 
people ſituate in darkneſs. and in the ſhadow of death. Umbra 
z0rtis 1s more then the ſhadow, or darkneſs either : for 
#mbra is but lux diminnta, & darkneſs is but the abſence 
of light:but uzzbra mertis is a deadly killing ſhadow,ſuch 
a one as ſome trees caſt, which do not only intercept 
the cheerfull rayes of the San, but ſhed alſo a malignant 
and poiſonous influence ; ſuch is Galilee 7z wmbra, both 
for Government and Religion, as being the skirr of all 
the Country, bordering upon the great Sea, far from 
Jeraſalem the fountain of light 5 and iz» nmbra mortis 
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c00,both by their daily contagion by the importation of 
forreign commodities and vices together,(the uſual cala- 
mities of Maritine Coaſts)their Religion deeply tainted 
with all ſorts of Idolatry from their Neighbours on 
every fide, flowing hither as into a common River , 
from Samaria , the Reliques of Jeroboam's Calves 
from Perſi« and Babylon , the abominations of thoſe 
Countreys, tranſplanted hither with their Colonies, 
2 King. 17. Laſtly, that all Shrines ſhould be full, the 
Phenician gods , their old acquaintance , are nor 
ſevered, Here wasa ſad ſhade ; butbehold, a vigo- 
rous Ray from wy-pwatn above. to illuſtrate all, a 
Gratia plena, for an Antidote to keep out all damps 
and illairs. So that, where perchance to lee a Virgin 
at fifteen was once a miracle ; now it is no wonder for 
a Maid of that age ro converſe with Angels ( for we 
may colle& from her conference with Gabriel, they 
were no ſtrangers to her:) where it was faid, no good 
could come out of Galile ( nihil boni, John 1. 47. ) 
thence ſhall ſpring the eternal Fountain of all Good- 
neſs : whence they held no Prophet ſhould ariſe ( ex 
Galilea nullus Propheta, John $. ) thence ſhall appear 
the Maſter and Subject of all Prophecies : Galzlee ſhall 
be as Judes, and Nazareth as Jernſalem ; and trom 
thoſe dark Confines, this Horizon of the Gentiles, 
ſhall che bright S#ar of Jacob thine forth, Numb, 24,17. 
Thou then that haſt the favour ro be bora in a 
temperate Clime , a happy Countrey, tull of Riches 
and Honour, oft Knowledge and Civility, art blefled 
with the light of the revealed and ſaving T ruth, do 
not deſpiſe thy poor Brethren under che Poles , or 


the Line; do not think God hath no care of them, 
C 3 becaule 
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becauſe he hath provided better for thee : thou maiſt 
not call chem Barbirous, becauſe their Arts or Cuſ- 
ſtoms, are not like unto thinez much leſs maiſt thou 
pronounce them damned, becauſe they are not of thy 
Religion. Again, thou that makeſt chy neſt in the 
Ciry , among the Palaces of Princes and Temples 
of the gods, feaſting thy body with the marrow of 
the land, and thy ears with the abundance of the 
Word ; do not inſult over the Swain , that glories in 
the goad, and makes it his care to gtve the Kine fodder, 
Ecclus.38. Is the Countrey rude £ So is the Ciry pe- 
tulant, Doth the Peafant lack manners ? So doth the 
Burgeſs conſcience, If at Nazareth there be filly 
ſouls that want Preaching; there be alſo at Jeruſalem 
Phariſees, Hypocrites, that have Sermons every day, 
and never the better, Deceive not thy ſelf ; He that 
comes up from Na areth but thrice a year, todo De- 
votion with a fincere heart, ſhall riſe up in judgement 
againſt thee, who dwelleſt in the Holy, Royal City, if 
neither the preſence of the Kings throne, nor the aw of 
Gods altars there, can keep thee from inſolence and 
prophan2 outrage. Laſtly, do not haſtily condemn 
nor traduce any man,in point of Religion or life, becauſe 
he converſeth with ſome, whom thou chinkeſt unſound 
in either. Peradventure thoſe are not fo: thou hiſt been 
often deceived:Confider,his Parentage,or employment, 
or neignbourhood, or ſome other Relation of common 
Humanity, may have caſt him upon ſuch company; 
yer he ſtill remain unrainted : The fiſh comes treſh 
from the Sea, though it be there in a continual 
pickle : and ſome have returned as good Proteſtants 
from Rowe, as others from Geneva, Remember, there 

was 
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was found ,evenin Galzlee, a Virgin, fit to entertain an 
Angel. 

An Angel, our ſecond Perſon and part : but He 
too high and too bright for our approach ar this time. 
Here then make wg a ſtand, and refle& upon the 
Degrees already bw. : where, if on every ſtep we 
mect our Sowls, let it not di{courage us; fince fron 
this lowlineſs the Virgin was-ex:lted to be the Mo- 
ther of Jeſus Chriſt. We would willingly bear her 
company in her Exiltation ; ler us not diſdaia the com - 
pany of her Humility. 

I. Firſt then, our Soul is a Woman. Ler Evebe 
her parallel : She was made for a helper, and lo ſhe 
ſeduces and deſtroyes us ! There were no fin, nor 
death, but for the ſoul. For things that want ſouls 
( reaſonable ſouls, ſuch as ours ) - fin not, nor do 
they truly dye; but: fall aſunder, and all pieccs being 
material remain as happy as before: but We, forour 
ſouls and fins ſake; dye and dye again, ( morte morte- 
ris ) a double dearh. Juſt then, as Adam called the 
Woman, eMater YViventium, when indeed ſhe was the 
Mother of Death : So, we ſtyle our ſouls Immortal, 
when it is that only by which we dye. Again, like 
Eve, ſhe is ſo filly as to ſuffer her ſelf to be couſened: 
by a Beaſt'z and not by the ſubtile Serpent alone,: 
bue by every dull Animal, Every groſs Opinion ;. 
Paſſion, and Humour makes a very Fool of her: and. 
ſhe is (o jealous, ſhe eaſily believes, God goes abour: 
to deceive her too. - For ſhe knows and confeſles, that - 
thus and thus God hath ſaid, and yet ſhz lendsan ear 
ro the contrary, She is alwayes to remember Mater- 
mortis : in afit of Ambition, for Eritis ficut: dit; int 
| | C 3 fit - 
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fit of fickneſs, for nou moriemini ; in a fit of curion- 
ty, for a little knowledge ; and in a fic of Juſt and 
wanronnels, Eve tor an Apple. And all this, Fve 
d1d bur once, our ſoul doth it every day, and: ſo the 
more 4047, | 
2. Then, ſhe is a YF'/r7/n roo, This we hope is 
ſome Hononr : but we muſt know, though in the 
world of Bodies there be Cafes that commend Virgi« 
nity, itis not ſo in the world of Souls, Nay, Virgin- 
Bodies are therefore honourable, becaule they keep 
their Minds from being ſo, Every good ſoul,isa Mo- 
ther; her Iſſue, Knowledge and Virtues and Graces, con - 
ceived from thoſe ſeeds, wherewith Nature and Gods 
Spirit hath quickned her. Would our ſoul, as ſhe ought 
ro retain, to cheriſh, to ripen, to exalt theſe, ſhe 
might with joy behold children, and childrens chil- 
dren: So ſtill one knowledge begets an..ther, and 
one virtue another, and one grace another ; there is 
none barien among them. But now ſhe is ſo taken 
with her own beauty , that ſhe cares not to be a 
Mother, as {eating pethep» that ch.lcbearing ſhould 
1.1 her with wrinklesz and ſhe is ſo much in Love 
with Liberty, that marry ſhe will not, though God 
himſelf comes a woing with, Veſp nſabo re mihi in 8er- 
num, And vet Beauty will not be kepc, nor Liber- 
ty neither, Not her Beauty : for as we ſee common- 
ly in Bodies, while they labour to keep their Virg1- 
nity, they loſe their healch, and with it the Ver- 
dure of their complexion z that which was intended 
for poſterity beſtowing it ſelf into diſeaſes; So in 
Souls, thoſe generous principles, thoſe luſty ſeeds of 
knowledge and action, being checkr and IS £6 
iÞ ay 
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diſplay themſelves in legitimate births, break out in« 
to Monſters, Vanity and Vice , not the children 
but the ſickneſs and blemiſh of the ſoul, And her 
Liberty, that's gone already ; for ſhe is eſpouſed, the 
third Step. | 

3. There is no man but hath his favourice-ſtudy, 
his favourite-humour , or his fayourite-vice which 
being commended unto him by his Complexion or 
Country, his condition or fation , his ſoul accepts and 
eſpouſeth her ſelf ro them : and now ſhe muſt not 
hear, nor ſee, nor judge , but as they luſt, Thus 
all with Ariſtotle is Logick, all with Plato Theology, 
all with Pyzhagoras Number, Thus the Philoſopher 
diſputes down Grace , and the Divine preacheth 
down. Natures the Roman Catholique couples Calvi- 
niſm and Turciſm together, and the Calviniſt would 
have us think Rome as Pagan as ever: Thus the Am- 
bitious man looks on the World as a ſtair to Great- 
neſs, the Voluptuous man as a bed for Delight, the. 
Covetous on what may be turned to Gold, the Ma- 
licious on what may be converted to Gall and Worm- 
wood. Tf there be a Soul thac hath eſcaped theſe 
unhappy Spouſes ;, there remins one that will not 
be denyed, that's the Body , the Carpenter our fourth 
Step. 

44 We do not mean by Boay, this Fleth of man, 
this walking Statue , this earthen houſe, as St. Pani 
calls it , 2 Cor, 5, that is bur the Carpenters Shop, 
he himſelf is within, the- Spiric that moves ir to- 
Vegetation and Senſe, And is not this the Car- 
penter You know , a Mechanick he cannot work . 
without his tools, and all his Facalties are og 

call 
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Call: and you may well call him Carpenter, for 
;2 boiler the houſe, he lives in it , which would 
quickly fall on his head., did he not every day 
xepairir., Do not thou, by luſt and intemperance 
maxe this houſe yet more ruinous : that were to 
tronble the Carpenter with more work then needs, 
2nd thy ſoul feels diſturbance enough already in her 
Contewpl3tions, Devotions, and -Raptures, by the 
neceſlary noiſe and hurry in the Work-houſez ſuch 
a vexation to ſome Philoſophers , that they were 
forry and aſhamed., and even angry with God, to 
ſee the ſoul ſo matchrt: but that needed notyz for 
the Carpenter is uobly Ceſcended, of ghe houſe of Na. 
vid, our fitt Step. 

5, He is high-born : Efteem him by his Adi- 
ons. In the repreſentation of ſenſible objeRs, thar 
whereby we conceive and retain appearances, that 


-whereby we judge and diſtinguiſh them , whereby 
-we apprehend them as good or evil , and accor- 


dingly follow or Cecline them , muſt be thought 


2 piece , though interiour to the mind , .yet roo 
noble to ſpring from the ſurd womb of matter. 
"But the cunning framing of the Embr/s, that is ſuch 
.2 Maſter-piece , as plainly argues , it's Architect 


came from heaven : and therefore the Work of 


the feminal Spirit hath been the amazement of Phy- 
ficians , hath been aſcribed by Philoſophers to D&- 
mon and Intelligences, by Prophets to God him- 
felf. So noble a Body would be uſed with Reve- 


rence. Hadſt thou a ſervant, that were a Son to 


ſome diſtreſſed Prince, thou wouldſt not employ 
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him in any baſe office ; and wilt thou fer this Car- 
peneer of ine Royal blood ro build Hogg-ſRyes, and 
Cabins for every unclean beaſt © For ſuch are thy 
Senſes and Faculties , when luſt poſſeſſeth them. 
Doſt chou not hear him figh, and groan to be thus 
uſed & curate x ovroSire, faith St, Pani, Romazys 8. 


 heis inan agony, and faints under the work; nor 


for the labour, but for the indigaity; and his Spoule 
the Soul, ſhe is diſcontented too + Her very Name is 
a barthen to her, our ſixth Step. 

6. The Virgins Name was Mary: Hary is Eaay, 
and that is the Souls name roo, Do we not call 
her 94, the leading, the commanding patt © 
We do indeed : but ſhe hath little cauſe to pleaſe 
her ſelf in that name , conſidering her preſenc 
eſtate; as a Lady of fourſcore, to behold her pi. 
cure at fifteen , and compare it with her Glats. 
The foul yas once 7 13449%w», ſhe fare as a Lady, 
a Queen ; all the inferiour Faculties , like good 
SubjeRs in order, place, and obedience attending 
her - and this Correſpondence at home bred re- 
puration abroad : no enemy durſt appear : every 
Beaſt of the Forreſt ſtood in awe of her. Bur now, 
Whither is that Majeſty fled , when from abroad 
every flea vexeth her, art home her Aﬀections and 
Paſſions all out of tune : they repine , they muri- 
By , they break out into open Rebeilions ; they 
canton out the Dominion of the Soul among them- 
ſelves, and every one will be King in his Quar- 
ter : Anger will raign in Choller, and Luft 


in Blood , Sloath in Phlegme , and Deſpair in 
D Melan- 
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Melancholy : and rule they will not according to the 
Princes Law , or the Law of the Land, but each 
by a Law-of his own making, the rvS& duaprias , 
as St. Payl calls it , Romans 7, Thus is the Soul 
dethroned and deveſted of all, Indeed there have 
been defigns to reſtore her : The Heathen Philoſo- 
pher , her old Servant actempred it , by Virtues of 
all ſorts, Moral, Civil, Incelle&ual ; and the Chri- 
ſtian Divine , her late Counſellour , hath laboured 
the ſame , by encouraging her to reſume hec right, 
by perſwading the inferiour Faculties ro ſubmit, by 
calling in forreign aid, and God himſelf from hea- 
ven to ſer all forward. Some effect hath follow. 
ed, but the Work will not lead on, as long as 
She dwells here at Nazareth of Galilee, our Jaſt 
Step. 

E This World is Galilee in wmbra, as that was, 
far from Fer»ſalem the Head and Mothex-City ; and 
in ambra mort, as that was, two wayes : for Man- 
ners and for Religion. For Manners, we ſee vice 
boldly praQiſed on all fides, and every bad example 
is wwbra mortis, a. deadly ſhade, 1. Whether it be 
caſt by an eminent Man, as a great Tree; or by a 
Mulrtieude, as by a hedge, an Arbour of many ſmall 
twigs, the ſhade is all one and equally deadly, if 
we fly to it for ſhelter, Then, 7» #mbra merts too, 
for Religion : for every Idol-grove caſts its ſha- 
dow; and every Countrey , and almoſt every Man 
hath his Idol : they that ſeem to agree on the fame 
God, yet doing it on ſeveral notions and grounds, 
ſometimes unworthily and untruly , do but worſhip 
the 
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the ſame Name, every man hath his Deity apart: and 
thus for Euucation, L.iw, or Faftion , I make the 
true God iny Idol, Now, when a Man hath ſet 
up his Idol in his heart, and planted a Grove 
about it , that Grove doth ſo beſhade and benighr 
his Reaſon, that no lighe can follow it: thus, as the 
Agyprtians did in their thick Darkneſs, be firs down 
and ſets his heart atreſt, and ſeeks no further. This 
makes the Turk as zealous in his Religion as the 
Chriſtian, che Jew as either, and the Indian as any : 
this makes the Heretick and SeQary, as reſolute as 
the crue Catholick: there are Martyrs on all fides: 
the Tongues walk,and the Pens walk, and the Swords 
flye our, cill we ſlide and fall, and wallow in one ano- 
thers blood; thus the Earth becomes tull , not only 
of darkneſs, but of cruell habitations. Were not an 
Angel now ſeaſonable with 2 x77: wy2emwwn to com- 
fort us? Lord, let thy Holy Spiric overſhadow us, 
and all thoſe evill ſhades will flee away ! ler him, as 
once { in our Baptiſm ) he begat us to Chriſt, ſo de- 
ſcend again, and beger Chriſt in us ! So ſhall chis ſoul 
of ours, this Woman, put on the ſtrength and under- 
ftanding of a Man ; this Y:reiz ſhall bear the fruits 
and joy of a Mother, and yet in her purity ſhe ſhall 
be a Virgin ſtill : This Y os ſhall no longer donbt- 
fully hover between Maid and Wife, but ſhall be ever 
marryed to God, the God our Lord, the greateſt and 
beſt Husband , She ſhall ſee her old Husband, the Bo- 
dy, much refined , but a Carpenter ſtill, imployed by 
the Holy Ghoſt , not only to build a Temple for 
Him, but to be one, Thus _ the Body be reſtored 
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to the Dignity of its parentage, being more then 
Davids Son, Gods own Workmanſhip; and the Soul, 
whole name calls ber Lady, ſhall recover her Juriſ- 
dition , and rule by her own Law , the Law of the 
Spirit : and all this in ſome meaſure here below ar 
NaXareth , but in full perfe&ion then when we ſhall be 
called up from Galilee to Feruſalem, from the ſhadow 
of Death to be erernal , inexpreſlible, incomprehen- 
fible _ and life , which is with God, and which 
is God, 
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The 2 eacer may lee the Engliſh of 


this Ode, done by Dr. Covly, in a little 
Book of his Verſes, lately pubiiſhed. 
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